96                   THE BATTLE FOR FRANCE
Room at the Quai d'Orsay, where the Briand-Kellogg
Peace Pact had been signed to banish war as an instrument
for furthering national ends. The big room with its
conference table down the middle was full of journalists
on the evening of June 5. All sat tensely listening as the
Colonel announced: " To-day has begun the greatest
battle of the war ; we cannot yet tell what the result will
be." Each morning and evening we went to listen to
Colonel Thomas, who was our only contact with the
battle-front, so soon to approach the gates of Paris.
Thomas had been rather ridiculed the first eight months
of the war, when he tried to give life to the communiques
which kept on proclaiming: " Nothing to report/*
But now we clung to Thomas; we followed every
inflexion of his voice, every gesture, in the hope of
catching some special significance. Every word was
carefully written down ; when he had concluded there
was a rush to the newspaper offices and his words were
flashed to every corner of the world. His importance to
us grew from day to day as the Battle for France waged
fiercer and fiercer. In his quiet voice he announced the
numbers of those engaged; the first day, tanks were
hardly mentioned ; the second day it was stated that the
Germans had thrown in every tank they had, about
2,000 in all; on the third day there was a gasp in the
dock Room as Thomas calmly stated that the Germans
had thrown 4,000 tanks into the battle. The ten divisions
thai: he had mentioned as tie German attacking force
during the first day of the battle suddenly jumped to
neady 100 divisions, about 2,000,000 men.